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the wire: 


Jones wins in Ala. 


Moore fails to shake 
impact of allegations 
of sexual misconduct 


By Kim Chandler 
and Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — In a 
stunning victory aided by scandal, 
Democrat Doug Jones won Ala- 
bama’s special Senate election on 
Tuesday, beating back history, an 
embattled Republican opponent 
and President Donald Trump, who 
urgently endorsed 
GOP rebel Roy 


Inside Moore despite a 
Trumpattacks litany of sexual 
senator with misconduct allega- 
Tweet deemed tions. 

by many to be It was the first 
sexually Democratic 
suggestive Senate victory ina 
Page A-4 quarter-century in 


Alabama, one of 

the reddest of red 

states, and proved anew that party 

loyalty is anything but sure in the 

age of Mr. Trump. It was a major 

embarrassment for the president 

and a fresh wound for the nation’s 
already divided Republican Party. 

“We have shown not just around 

the state of Alabama, but we have 


shown the country the way — that 
we can be unified,” Mr. Jones de- 
clared as supporters in a Birming- 
ham ballroom cheered, danced and 
cried tears of joy. Still in shock, the 
Democrat struggled for words: “I 
think that I have been waiting all 
my life, and now I just don’t know 
what... tosay.” 

Mr. Moore, meanwhile, refused 
to concede and raised the possibil- 
ity of a recount during a brief ap- 
pearance at a somber campaign 
party in Montgomery. 

“Its not over,” Mr. Moore said. 
He added, “We know that God is 
still in control.” 

From the White House, Mr. 
Trump tweeted his congratula- 
tions to Jones “on a hard-fought 
victory” — but added pointedly 
that “the Republicans will have an- 
other shot at this seat in a very 
short period of time. It never ends!” 

The victory by Mr. Jones, a for- 
mer U.S. attorney best known for 
prosecuting two Ku Klux Klans- 
men responsible for Birmingham’s 
infamous 1963 church bombing, 
narrows the GOP advantage in the 
U.S. Senate to 51-49. That imperils 
already-uncertain Republican tax, 
budget and health proposals and 
injects tremendous energy into the 
Democratic Party’s early push to 
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Dogs play in the snow on a chilly Tuesday afternoon at the South Side dog park. From back to front are Buddy, 


By Maria Sciullo 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Some were just boys, eager to 
take on the world as part of a new 
Division I basketball program at 
the University of Evansville. They 
were the Purple Aces, stepping up 
to the NCAA big leagues, with a 
new coach, new branding, new ex- 
pectations. 


I watched a team help heal a community’ 


Sorrow of 1977 Evansville plane crash felt m Pittsburgh 


Division I meant upscale travel, 
fewer long bus rides. So they 
boarded the two-propeller charter 
airplane on a foggy evening in 
Evansville, Ind., charged into a sky 
heavy with clouds, and took off. 

Ninety seconds later, they were 
gone. 

Dec. 13 marks 40 years since the 
accident. Fourteen members of 
the team, their head coach, Bethel 


Park native Bobby Watson, and 14 
others en route to a game in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. — including 
athletic department staff and the 
local radio play-by-play man — 
perished when their flight failed to 
gain altitude. 

Indiana Air Flight 216 left 
Evansville Dress Regional Airport 
and crashed into brushy hillside, 
ultimately taking with it 29 souls 


and the heart ofa town. 

“People old enough to remem- 
ber what happened at the time, 
they talk about it the way you 
might the Kennedy assassination 
or the Challenger disaster. They 
can tell you what they were doing, 
what time of day it was,” said Tom 
Kazee, the University of 


SEE EVANSVILLE, PAGE A-6 


Prosecutors: Suspect mocked 


Trump before NYC bombing 


Said president ‘failed 


to protect your nation’ 


By Tom Hays 
and Larry Neumeister 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The Bangla- 
deshi immigrant arrested in a 
botched suicide bombing in the 
New York subway mocked 
President Donald Trump on 
Facebook on his way to carry 
out the attack, writing “Trump 
you failed to protect your na- 
tion,” authorities said Tuesday 
as they brought federal charges 
against him. 

Akayed Ullah, 27, was accused 


of detonating a pipe bomb 
strapped to his body in an under- 
ground passageway between 
Times Square — the city’s busi- 
est subway station — and the 
bustling Port Authority Bus Ter- 
minal. The device did not fully 
detonate, and Mr. Ullah was the 
only one seriously hurt in the 
Monday morning attack. 

At the hospital where he was 
taken with burns on his hands 
and torso, he told officers, “I did 
it for the Islamic State,” accord- 
ing to the criminal complaint. 
Also, a search of his Brooklyn 
apartment turned up a passport 
in his name, scrawled with the 
words “O AMERICA, DIE 


SEE BOMBING, PAGE A-4 


Lake Fong/Post-Gazette 


FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS arthur Engle, 51, of Squirrel Hill adjusts the 
lights atop his vehicle Tuesday. He was getting ready for the menorah pa- 
rade during the First Night of Hanukkah celebration at Temple Rodef 
Shalom in Oakland. The celebration of Hanukkah ends on the evening of 


Dec. 20. 


Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass focuses on plight of immigrants 


Worshippers gather 
for multilingual service 


By Peter Smith 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The worshippers brought 
scores of roses before a large im- 
age of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
— most of the blossoms red, some 
of them pink or white or yellow. 
All of them seemed visitors from 


another season on a dark and win- 
try evening. 

In doing so Tuesday night, the 
devotees were paying tribute to 
the one honored by Catholics as 
the patroness of the Americas. 

Hundreds of Latino and other 
Catholics gathered in St. Paul Ca- 
thedral in Oakland for the annual 
celebration of Our Lady of Guadal- 
upe, a festive, multilingual Mass. 

Many of the Latino worship- 
pers wore white blouses and shirts 
embroidered in red, green and 


other patterns that recall the tradi- 
tional costumes of their ancestral 
lands. 

Throughout the Mass they sang 
in English and Spanish, accompa- 
nied by traditional guitar, flute 
and other instruments. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is an ob- 
ject of particular devotion from 
Latino Catholics. This year as well 
as last, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops urged a focus on 
the plight of immigrants and refu- 
gees in conjunction with the com- 


memorations, given the large 
numbers of Latino Catholics who 
are immigrants, many without le- 
gal status. 

According to tradition, the Vir- 
gin Mary appeared to an Aztec 
peasant, Juan Diego, in 1531, in- 
spiring the conversions of many 
indigenous peoples in Mexico to 
Catholicism. The late Pope John 
Paul II recognized Juan Diego as a 
saint in 2002. 


Report: Effort 
underway 

to limit lead 
exposure ills 


By Jill Daly 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Gaining support in at-risk com- 
munities and creating partnerships 
among government agencies and 
nonprofits are among the recom- 
mendations released Tuesday by 
the Allegheny County Lead Task 
Force to rid homes of lead hazards 
and protect the public’s health. 

The report focuses on controlling 
sources of lead, monitoring and re- 
porting exposure, investigating haz- 
ards and educating the public. 

“This is a report we’re very 
proud of,” said Dr. Karen Hacker, 
county health director and head of 
the nine-member task force. 


SEE LEAD, PAGE A-7 


Bill directs state 
to study rising 
rate of maternal 


mortality m Pa. 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


In response to a rising call to re- 
verse a stunning increase in the na- 
tion’s maternal mortality rate over 
the past two decades, the Pennsylva- 
nia House of Representatives on 
Tuesday unanimously approved a 
bill to create a panel that would bet- 
ter study pregnancy-related deaths. 

The bill for the Maternal Mortal- 
ity Review Committee was proposed 
by state Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, R-Le- 
high, after a group of obstetricians 
and gynecologists from local hospi- 
tals presented him data that showed 
the country’s maternal death rate 
continues to rise while it has fallen in 
the rest of the developed world over 
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